Parliamentary Government in England
of our politics are shaped, the maintenance of capitalist
democracy means, in the long run, the transformation
of capitalism into Socialism by the methods democracy
places at the disposal of the masses- That is the way in
which the relations of production can be harmonized with
the forces of production. But to harmonize them in this
way is to contradict the limitations within which capi-
talism has sought to confine democracy. At the margins,
the genius of each is the antithesis of the other. We have
moved into one of those marginal periods in which the
ultimate assumptions invented by one class for its own
advance are sought to be used against that class by
another which seeks to replace it. That, in bare outline,
is the present disposition of the problem of parliamentary
government The battle has not been joined. We $ee only,
as in the General Strike of 1926, or the crisis of 1931,
the skirmishes which intimate the likelihood of conflict
But there is no more reason to doubt their meaning
than there was to doubt that the attitude of Spanish
privilege to the Azana republic meant that the main-
tenance of a liberal temper would prove an impossible
adventure. If once men cannot reconcile the acceptance
of a new social system with their consciences, they find
it easy to go out on crusade. Once they are in that
mood, reason is the instrument of their passions, and
the temper in which tolerance is a virtue rapidly dis-
appears.
Nothing in recent years, perhaps* brings out so sharply
the growing divergence of temper I have here been noting
as the reaction of this country to the problems of the
Spanish civil war. To the Right, it has either been, as
in the phrase of Sir Samuel Hoare, "a fiction fight" in
which we had no interest in the victory of either side;
or, as with Mr. Garvin, it has been a fight of light against
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